
Sisters function as safety nets in a chaotic world 
simply by being there for each other.

The Michelle Project o�ers help with rental subsidies, 
emergency bills, moving expenses, car repairs, security 
deposits, helps the family further their education and �nd 
stable jobs, arranges tutoring for children, and works with 
local partners who are willing to provide pro bono 
medical, legal, and income tax help. We also o�er a 
retreat to its current and graduate moms, which 
maintains and nourishes the relationships over time.

 

What is the Michelle Project?

– Carol Saline

What does the Michelle Project 
provide?

The Michelle Project is a volunteer-led, non-pro�t 
program for low-income and/or single–parent women 
with families who are struggling to �nd safe, a�ordable 
housing, better jobs, and a stable life for themselves. 
Some are emerging from abusive situations, and all are 
in desperate need of emotional support, advocacy, and 
temporary �nancial assistance while they build a 
healthy network of support that lifts them out of a 
hopeless situation. We remain in contact with these 
families even after the “o�cial” timeframe of the 
program has reached its end. In so doing, we transform 
from “committee” to “community” in our commitment 
to each other.

The project matches volunteers one-to-one with program 
participants.  Volunteers provide family mentoring and 
support through advice, referral, and unconditional love.  
Experienced social workers provide case management, 
and the Michelle Project provides �nancial support.
The case manager prescreens applicants for presentation 
to the Michelle Project Committee.  Once accepted into 
the program, the participating family is matched with 
a volunteer mentor, begins meeting regularly with the 
case manager, and begins receiving �nancial support. 

The additional support of a rental subsidy and mentorship 
help these courageous women feel, often for the �rst 
time, that achieving long-term goals may be feasible.  
They, often for the �rst time, begin to feel supported and 
encouraged in the decisions they make.

The Michelle Project remains in contact with “graduate” 
women and their families so that they have a consistent 
community and somewhere to turn should they 
encounter additional obstacles to self-su�ciency. The 
unique community created by our program model means 
that our “graduate” moms are now stepping forward to 
mentor new women in the program 
and to help in the operation of the 
Michelle Project itself.  Individuals 
who are involved, both program 
participants and volunteers, 
describe the experience as truly 
life changing.   

How does the Michelle Project work?

What does the Michelle Project mean to me?  

The better question may be to ask, what is family to me? 
The Michelle Project is my family. Where else do you receive 
support, guidance and love unconditionally? 
There is no judgment. There are only constant reminders 
that each and every member of thisfamily is so loved and 
cherished. The greatest gifts in life have been given to me 
by the Michelle Project and I will be forever grateful
for being adopted into this family. 

- Courtney, Michelle Project Graduate 



We cannot 
  do great things 
on this Earth, 
    only small things 
with great love.

The
Michelle 
 Project is 
my family.

A true sister is a friend who listens with her heart.

Mission Statement

The Michelle Project mentors 

and supports families with 

children who have �nancial 

need and demonstrate the 

potential and desire to become 

self su�cient by integrating 

social services and faith-based 

volunteer resources to transform 

lives and ful�ll Christ’s call 

to serve others.

    - Mother Teresa

4439 W. 50th Street
Edina, Minnesota 55424

952.920.0595
www.michelleproject.org
michelleproject@gmail.com
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Margaret McBride

The Michelle Project is a 
501(c)3 non-pro�t 
organization registered with 
the State of Minnesota. The 
Michelle Project provides 
non-sectarian support to low-
income women—and their 
families—working toward 
self-su�ciency.
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